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GRANTS AID RECOVERY FOR FOUR CHARLEVOIX COUNTY BUSINESSES FROM COVID-19 
 
CHARLEVOIX, MICHIGAN -- Four businesses in Charlevoix County have been awarded grants 
from the Regional Resiliency Program (RRP) to help them rebound from the Covid-19 pandemic.   
Venture North provided $20,000 total for the grants of $5,000 each.  One of the business is 
owned by a U.S. military veteran.  Three businesses were located in low to moderate income 
census tracts. 
 
“The creativity and relentlessness of small businesses to rebound from Covid-19 has been 
inspirational,” said Laura Galbraith, President of Venture North.  “The struggles of small 
businesses throughout the pandemic have been heartbreaking.  Many business owners have 
sacrificed their pay for months as sales evaporated and bills piled up.  Even today, many 
businesses cannot find suppliers of the products they once sold.   When you overlay the 
shortage of workers, during what is typically a peak for many of our businesses, we know that 
many small businesses have a difficult road ahead.” 
 
Administered by Venture North Funding and Development, over $1.0 million has been granted 
through the Regional Resiliency Program since it began in May 2020 to over 300 businesses 
with nine or fewer employees in Venture North’s ten-county region.   All funding for the 
program has been provided through philanthropy in the form of donations or grants.  The 
Consumers Energy Foundation has awarded $450,000 to the program.  Other funding has been 
awarded or donated through the DTE Energy Foundation, Cherryland Electric Cooperative and 
many other local and regional organizations, including several community foundations. 
 
As has been the case for all other grant rounds in the ten-county area, a team of individuals 
familiar with the area reviewed all grant applications and made recommendation that were 
followed by Venture North in making the grant awards. 
 



 

 
 

“As businesses look to the end of the busy summer season, we hope that they will contact us if 
they need help with business planning, financial forecasting and meeting their capital needs,” 
said Galbraith.  “Our core business is lending capital to small businesses and we are often able 
to customize terms and conditions so they work for everyone.  Sometimes, a business just 
needs to talk with someone about their plans and needs and we’re glad to fill that role too.” 
 
Businesses receiving RRP grants in Charlevoix County 
 
F.O. Barden & Son, Inc., Boyne City 
 
Charlevoix Pizza Company, LLC, Charlevoix 
 
Townhouse Bar of Charlevoix, Charlevoix 
 
Cbutkow Enterprises, LLC; dba The Cantina, Charlevoix 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 


